Circus and the Art of Life


Everydaycircus is a family entertainment business run by Jessica Hentoff.  It has been a fascinating fixture of the St. Louis community and cultural landscape since 1989, making every day a Circus Day throughout the region. To further their educational goals and to give back to the community, they formed the Circus Day Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
In today’s society, it is necessary to learn, from a young age, the importance of cooperation and communication. Race, religion, socio-economic standing and other labels that describe us, do not DEFINE us. No matter who we are and where we are from, we can find a common place, where our individual boundaries touch, overlap or—better yet—disappear in the face of what connects us. 

Circus Day Foundation uses circus arts to address these needs. The Circus Day Foundation (CDF) offers classes in circus arts at City Museum and many other venues.  Through their Circus Partnership Program, circus skills are taught to children from different socio-conomic, geographic and cultural backgrounds. In learning circus skills and creating performances for their own communities and for the public at City Museum, these children gain confidence in their abilities and develop the skills necessary to work as a team as they face new challenges. The Foundation also has a performing youth circus troupe called the St. Louis Arches. They perform a wide variety of circus skills and perform regularly with everydaycircus  at City Museum and with Circus Flora. 

The Circus Partnership Program’s first Partnership between 10 Jewish children and 10 Muslim children was a resounding success.  This Partnership is being continued and more Partnerships are in the works. This summer, a Chinese circus performer will be training the St. Louis Arches in Chinese circus skills. . The young students will see that it is not who they are or where they are from but what they can DO that will matter. 

CDF’s Circus Partnership Program and the St. Louis Arches, tangibly demonstrate that by focusing on a goal together we can concentrate on what unites us instead of what divides us. Especially because our country is now at war, we, as a nation, as a world, yearn for peace. The path to peace is a path of cooperation and communication. Teaching children from different neighborhoods how to stand on each other’s shoulders may seem like a strange way to take this path. Bringing in a teacher from a foreign country to teach a St. Louis City youth how to dive through stacks of hoops may seem like a strange way to take this path. But these are two ways to teach children a path to peace while also giving them physical abilities, life skills and a fun experience. What serves our children serves the community and, ultimately, the world.

When we say, "we teach the art of life through circus education" we really mean it. Circus and life are both about juggling your responsibilities and balancing your priorities. They are about cooperation and communication. They are about what we do, rather than who we are. Circus and life are both about connecting with the world around us. To learn more about the Circus Day Foundation, please call 314-436-7676 or visit the website at www.circusday.org. 


